Write a paper on Lord Mayor John
Hende born 1360 and died 1418 London
England

Lord Mayor John Hende was a prominent figure in the city
of London during the late 14th and early 15th centuries.
Born in 1360, he served as Lord Mayor of London in 1397
and again in 1406, and was also a member of Parliament
for the city. His career as a civic leader and politician
played a significant role in the development of London as
a center of commerce and power during this time period.

Hende's early life and background are not well
documented, but it is known that he came from a wealthy
family and was involved in the wool trade, which was one
of the major industries in London at the time. He first
became involved in civic affairs in the late 1380s, serving
as a common councilman for the city. He was elected
sheriff in 1390 and again in 1394, and in 1396 he was
appointed to the important position of alderman, which
gave him a seat on the city's governing body, the Court of
Aldermen.

Hende's first term as Lord Mayor of London came in
1397, during the reign of King Richard Il. This was a
tumultuous time in English history, marked by political
upheaval and social unrest. Richard Il had become
increasingly despotic and unpopular, and Hende found
himself caught up in the power struggles of the time. He
was accused by his political enemies of corruption and



mismanagement, and was temporarily removed from
office in 1398. However, he was later reinstated and
continued to play an important role in city affairs.

In 1406, Hende was again elected Lord Mayor, this time
during the reign of King Henry IV. This was a period of
relative stability and prosperity for London, and Hende
was able to use his position to promote trade and
commerce within the city. He oversaw the construction of
several important public buildings, including the Guildhall,
which remains one of London's most iconic landmarks to
this day.

Hende's contributions to London were not limited to his
political career. He was also a philanthropist and a patron
of the arts, supporting the construction of churches and
other public buildings, as well as commissioning works of
art and literature. He was particularly interested in the
work of the poet John Lydgate, who wrote a number of
works in praise of Hende and his accomplishments.

Hende died in 1418, having left an indelible mark on the
city of London. His legacy can still be seen in the many
public buildings and institutions that he helped to create,
as well as in the continued importance of the wool trade
to the city's economy. His career as a civic leader and
politician serves as a testament to the power and
influence of the city of London during this important
period of English history.






