LETTER FROM ABNER HENDEE TO CALEB, JR. HENDEE

The pollowing 15 a lerrer and my Transcriprion prony Abner Hendee o Caleb Hendee, Jr. A copy op the original was given o we by
Gayla Hendee Staprord in Deceaber 1997. She mvited me To Danville on a Saturday when she would be visrrng a priend, Kathy,
ror their annual Christaras cookie baking. (Danville 1s close To we Than 1s Gayla's San Jose hooe.) 1700k a3y priend Molly, koth
FOR compaity on The Orive and To meeT Gayla.

Gayla bad taken a Trap back east this pall To visit hex son and paonly and To see PrrTspord, a aajor ancestral location. She bad
brought back some things por me and thought a visit was prererable 1o mailing. Molly and 1 emjoyed The Trip, Getring involved in
cookie decoraTing For The FIRST Tiwe tn years. IT was Good To see Gayla, and I was thrilled To have The Treasures she brought we,
Abner's letrer being one of Them.

I &1d no know when T pirsT Typed This up 1 Jamuary 1998 just who Abner was, nor whether the lerter was To Calek, Sk. ox Jr..
1.sent y TRanscipion and Ther-tTroduction To The Round Robin coustns. 1heard back prow both Mary and Lauxell as o Abner's
ientiry! What a Teaor—-Gayla coming up with this, me TRanscribing it por legihility, and my two RR cousins pilling m the gaps!

Mary wrote, "The letrer was 7o Calek, Jr. See kottom of page 16 and 17 of your copy of Calek's manuscript; parncularly anddle

Nore The reperence To envelope. In ay pile is @ {carbon copy) lerrer writren by Lee Hendee dated Feb 17, 1927: T have this day
recetved a lerrer prom Mrs. G. Frank Hendee, Purtspord, Vr. enclosing a lerrer wrrrren by Abner Hendee, son of Eliphaler Hendee
and grandson of Asa Hendee, who was he son of Richard 2 (Richard 1) by his second warriage. This letrer by Abner Hendee was
WRITTeR under date of June 151h, 1834, when be was postaaster ar Hebron, Ct. The Letrer pollows—-The letTer was writren 1o
Calek Hendee, Esg Pirtsyord, Vi.." and what pollows is sawe as you have Transcribed.”

Mary continies with "Commentary--Abiexr was born 1779, married. but had no children--he died 8 July 1852. He had 1 sister,
Mary, never married, died 1868, Andover, Ct. He had 2 brothers, Eliphalet, Jr. and Leonard, which one was lLiving, The sister--1
don'T kriow--both brothers were married, so waybe The 'old maid’ or 'spinster sister’ was living n her brother's paonly m the old
paanly home. Abner, son of Elipbaler b. 1743--0 1825 ar Andover  Eliphalet, son oy Asa k. 1715 Windbaw, CT.

d 1788 Covenrry, C1.  Asa, son o Richard 2 and wige Elizabeth Comnant  Richard 2, son or Richard 1 and Hannal ELdexkan.

"Reavewber 1 have The Big Black Book of Hendees--mdexed--over 600 HENDEE names and by Tenth generation, Hendees were preTry
well daughtered our, s0 There are scores of other names mdexed.”

As per later conpiramarion prow Mary, we are descended prow Richard 2 and bis pirst wire, Sarab Sath.

Laurell kandly sent a pamily tree, which I will duplicate bere. T'or not Traciig it down To everyone, as we can FIGHRE OUT OUR
conmecion easily enough as descendants oy Deacon Calek Hendee, Sx. and his son David (krother 1o General Calek).

Rfckm}«), Jr.
]m‘xﬁmn Aéa
Dedacon Caleb E{fphaierr
, | |
David General Cales Akner

-—-Cynrhia Hendee Henry January 1998, October 1998 and January 1999



Envelope:

Hebron Ct 777 Abner Hendee
June 15th Post Master

Caleb Hendee Esqre (?)
Pittsford
Vermont

Around the perimeter of the envelope are other words:

Abner Hendee Letter 15 June 15 1834 25 same answered
August 1834  __ 21 Sept 1834 my of National Bank
about Cyrus Royalton ________ I do always

Hebron June 15th 1834

Dear Sir

Since the receipt of yours 26th May I have been to the late residence of my
father which is now occupied by my brother and sister a house now 50 years of age.
They both say that they have often heard my father say, that Jonathan Hendee the
oldest of his uncles & was left with his mother's friends after he came of age came to
Connecticut & lived with his father in Windham and afterwards came with my
grandfather Asa to Coventry & lived with him some years--when having a family he
left him. My brother says he left school about 30 years since at Ellington & the old
people there used to tell him the names of a family of Hendees who resided there
many years since & some of the names he thinks corresponded with those in your
letter & I have no doubts they were some of your ancestors. I think you are mistaken
in supposing that our ancesters came to Plymouth at the first landing of the pilgrims.
Here(?) I have seen a book containing the history of the first ships and passengers
who landed there & the names of them all (the Book is now in the neighbourhood) but
there are none of our names among them. My father always told me they first came
o Boston about the first settlement of that town. I found a small bag of papers at
home left by my grand mother who died at my fathers 40 years since.

Among the papers I find a record of the birth of all her children even to the day &
time of the day they were born. [ also found the original deeds of the land he bought.
Ialso found a deed given by Richard Hendee at Windham about 100 years since &
have inclosed it to you as a relict of the family which please accept from me. In the
year 1831 [ had a Letter from Cyrus Hendee dated at South Chili New York giving an
act (account?) of my uncle Asa Hendees family among other things he says his oldest



brother Asa lived in the state of Vermont in the town of Lownal (Lownad?). Perhaps
you know him  he must be about 54 years of age Among other things this Cyrus
informed me that he had changed his name to Handy because he had in that county
found many who belonged toour _______ who had done the same among others he
said his father's cousin Barzilla had done the same. I reproved him for breaking down
the ancient landmark of spelling the name as that would loose all trace of name &
family. My sister told me that one of my Grand father's brothers she had understood
settled in Randolph or Royalton & that his descendants now lived there  of this
perhaps you know more than I do. Repeating my position (politics?) I have always
been a Jeffersonian Republican from my earliest days & have in many things
supported Jackson's administration. But I am decidedly in favour of a National Bank &
against the removal of the deposits as I think it destroying the confidence of the
community in our moneyed institution & will insure the recharter of the prescinct
Bank without that care which ought to be excercised in making a Charter for such an
institution.

I am not a Mason, but I do dispise this ______ tive antimasonry more than any
party that ever yet inflicted this Country & I regret that Gov. Palmer who was a native
of this town & a man with whom I am well acquainted put himself to the head of such
if he could have become Governor of this state by that means.

['shall be pleased to correspond with you whenever your convenience will permit
& when you again write your son at Louisville be pleased to make my respects to him.

Yours truly

Abner Hendee
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