
An Index to 
Births, Marriages, and Deaths found in  

select Buffalo & Erie County Publications
 

Grosvenor Room Librarians identified several historic publications that 
happen to include information about an Erie County resident’s birth, 
marriage, or death.  These early sources are often overlooked, or may 
be difficult to search.  

This index, created by staff, helps to supplement the official 
information found in the New York State Vital Index and other more 
comprehensive lists of births, marriages, and deaths. 

Years covered: 1870s-1950
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Abbreviations 

abt - about 

B – birth 

BFA – see source list 

brn - born 

bro -  brother 
brolw - brother-in-law 

Co – county 
Cond - Condition 
csn -  Cousin  

D - death 
dau -  daughter 

daulw -  daughter-in-law 
ftr -  father 

ftrlw - father-in-law 
hus -  husband 

Jus – Justice 
lft - left 
M - marriage 

maidn - maiden name 
Mem – Memoriam 
Memb - Members 
mrdnm - married name 

mtr -  mother 
mtrlw - mother-in-law 

nie -  niece 
nmd - named 

nphw - nephew 
NYC - New York City 

Obit – Obituary/Obituaries 
par – parents 

Phys – Physician 
Pol - Police 
rel – relative 

res- residence 
Rpt – Report 
rt – right 
[sic] – indicates word/entry is as 
written in original source 

sis -  sister 

sislw – sister-in-law 

son -  son 
sonlw -  son-in-law 

stftr – step-father 
stson – step-son 

Surg - Surgeon 
unc - uncle 

wf -  wife 
yr - year 
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